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That Reminds Me

Our Fall Worship Series
THAT REMINDS ME…
We come to worship to remember who we
are as God’s people. We gather around
words remembered from oral traditions and
passed on by the community of faith as
scripture. Some elements of our worship
remind us of personal experiences and relationships that need attention or tending. Some elements of worship remind us
of our connection to the world beyond our
local spheres. During this worship series,
consider whether God’s work among us is to
“re-mind” us, so that we can think, create,
feel, and plan with the mind of Christ.
NOV. 3 — ALL SAINTS’ DAY — A LIFE OF DISCIPLESHIP
Ephesians 1:11-23
Sermon by Pastor Jennifer, All Saints’ Day Ritual, Monthly Potluck
NOV. 10 — A LIFE OF WORSHIP
Job 19:23-27, Luke 20:27-28
Sermon by Pastor Jennifer, receiving new members
NOV. 17 — A LIFE OF MINISTRY
Psalm 98
Proclamation by EMU Chamber Choir, receiving new members
NOV. 24 — REIGN OF CHRIST — A LIFE OF LOVE
Luke 23:33-43, Colossians 1:11-20
Sermon by Pastor Jennifer, Congregational Meeting

CMC PRAYS TOGETHER


Pray for our upcoming congregational meeting (Nov. 24th) and decisions regarding conference affiliation and pastoral staff.



Pray for CMCers who are grieving the loss of loved ones.



Pray for upcoming elections across the country to provide wise
leadership for the common good.

A WORD FROM
PASTORAL TEAM
Traditionally celebrated on November 1st or the first Sunday of November, All Saints’ Day is a feast
day in the life of believers, a day to
collectively remember those who
have died, whose lives shine brightly as witnesses to Christ in the
world.
For me, remembering saints shimmers with the mystery of the continuing influence of the deceased
and the hope of resurrection. As
worship begins on Sunday, Nov. 3
everyone is welcome to participate
in our All Saints’ ritual, lighting
candles for those we’re remembering this year.

If there is a particular way you remember family or friends who have
died, drop me an email and share
some of your story. I’ll include
some (anonymous) examples in my
All Saints sermon.
One of the traditional scripture
readings for All Saints’ is Daniel 7,
a passage originally in Aramaic, the
mother tongue of Jesus. The spectacular vision of Daniel 7 contrasts
the arrogant, beastly powers of evil
and empire with the heavenly divine figure—the Son of Humanity—
and the people who belong to him.
But the holy ones of the Most High
shall receive the kingdom and possess the kingdom forever—forever
and ever (Dan. 7:18). May it be so.
—Pastor Jennifer
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CMC Launches Anti-Oppression Task Force
Earlier this spring, CMC formed an
Anti-Oppression Task Force. Over the
next year, taskforce members will lay
the groundwork for an Equity Change
Team, which will have an ongoing influence on CMC life. This work includes clarifying leadership roles and
creating a vision for anti-oppression
initiatives at CMC and in our local
community. The taskforce includes
Mike Brislen, Kim Copeland, Tim
Seidel, and Pastor Jennifer Davis
Sensenig.
The taskforce was created following an
Adult Christian Education series titled
“Racial Equity and the Church.” In this
series, we struggled with questions

like: What is systemic racism? What
can we really do about it? And what
does it have to do with how we pray,
read scripture, worship, or serve in our
community?

CMCers brainstormed ideas for
how to resist oppression and
advocate for racial equity at a
recent potluck meal.

Activities of the taskforce over the past
month have included sharing information about opportunities, such as
the upcoming Racial Equity Institute
training (Nov. 8-9), and providing opportunities for ongoing engagement
around issues of anti-oppression and
equity. The taskforce sponsors monthly potlucks with the goal to connect,
share a meal, and discuss a topic related to anti-oppression work and equity.
If you are interested in participating in
the Racial Equity Institute training in
November, please contact one of the
task force members.
—Timothy Seidel, on behalf of CMC’s
Anti-Oppression Task Force

5 Years of Bridges Community Gatherings
The seeds of what has become Bridges
was planted with our Congregational
Vision Process several years ago, and
fertilized with inspiration from the
Harrisonburg International Festival
and a local interfaith initiative called
Know Your Neighbor (KYN).

Sudanese, and Kurdish communities,
Nadia Dames, Hager Ahmed, and Kani
Gull; JW and Faith Spears, and Sam
and Bev Moore from Dayton Valley
Friends Meeting; our vice mayor and
outreach coordinator for Harrisonburg
City Public Schools, MexicanAmerican Sal Romero; FilipinoAmerican Tess Cortez; Congolese
youth leader and community-organizer
with Our Community Place, Leons
Kabongo; Keaton and Betty Shenk;
and David Kreider.

around shared hospitality—including
arts, cuisine, recreation, personal stories, and worldviews—to nurture our
sense of interconnectedness and to
demonstrate that we can live together
as a beautifully diverse human family
in peace, with mutual appreciation and
respect, embodying the love for all humankind that lies at the heart of our
spiritual traditions whatever they are.

The next Bridges gathering is our Intercultural Community Potluck &
Dance at Thomas Harrison Middle
Since July 2018, we have hosted four
School on Sunday, Nov. 3, from 5-7
potluck gatherings, several featuring
pm. Please bring your friends, family,
intercultural dancing and one featurand a favorite food from your family's
CMCers dance with a diverse gathering
ing
games—all
heartwarming
opporturepertoire or from a country in which
of community members at a recent Bridgnities
to
see
our
hopes
begin
to
materiyou've lived—to share! Please do not
es event.
alize before our eyes. The following
bring pork out of respect for our JewAfter meeting with members of KYN
captures something of what we have
ish and Muslim friends.
and attending one of their gatherings, hoped to achieve:
Everyone everywhere is welcome to
we began to reach out to invite a
Bridges exists for the primary purpose join us!
diversity of community members who
of building relationships of mutual
—David Kreider, Bridges Community
shared our interests to join the
understanding, compassion, trust, and Gathering Committee
Planning Team for Bridges Community
goodwill across the lines of our diverse
Gatherings. Presently, our team
intercultural and interfaith communiincludes several women from our
ties. Our goal is to create opportunities
Muslim Palestinian-American,
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IMMIGRATION DETAINEE CARE KITS – PART 2
On Sunday, July 28, 2019, the congregation came together and sent 20
immigration detainee care kits and
more than $2,300 (to build 50 more
kits) to MCC. MCC is partnering
with the South Texas Response Team
to distribute kits to people as they
leave immigration detention and are
taken to bus stations or airports to
reconnect with their families. Many
leave detention with only the clothes
on their back, and don't even have
shoestrings for their shoes (as they
are confiscated as they enter detention).

As we had mentioned at the time,
there would be another date identified for collection/assembling kits or
donating toward the making of
kits. That second date will be November 10 between the worship service and Sunday School. Bring your
completed kits, supplies for making
kits, or checks made out to MCC with
“CS Immigration Kits” on the memo
line. To learn what items go into a
kit, see the list below. Assembling
kits can be a great teaching activity
for families with young children.
Some of the kits may be used for the

needs of local immigrant families.
The Outreach Commission is throwing a challenge to the congregation. Let's see if we can contribute
more kits and donations than we did
in July! Blessings!
—Dennis Showalter, Outreach Commission Chair

GETTING ENGAGED?
CMC pastors are all trained to guide couples in a series of
premarital counseling sessions using Prepare-Enrich, an
excellent resource for couples. There is a $35 fee for the
materials, but the counseling sessions are free for regular
attenders and members of CMC. As a congregation we
are part of a city-wide effort to encourage premarital
counseling, so our pastors officiate at weddings only
when couples have taken the preparatory step of premarital counseling. We recommend premarital counseling
for about 6 sessions, beginning 4-5 months before the
wedding. Thinking of getting engaged? Talk to one of
your pastors.
-Pastoral Team

THAT REMINDS ME
I knew there was a reason for the string tied around my
finger . . . to check out the latest photo collage posted on
the "CMC Today" bulletin board, a montage of people,
places and things from our October worship series. And,
don't forget to look to the left for the double poster collage on the "CMC Yesterday" bulletin board. There you'll
see people you know performing diverse tasks in a united
labor of love—helping to raise nearly $400,000 in 24
hours at the 53rd annual Virginia Mennonite Relief
Sale—to benefit the worldwide mission, service, and
peacebuilding work of MCC as well as VMM and local
needs "in the name of Christ."
—Jim Bishop
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Notes from Our Sunday School Classrooms
2 & 3 YEAR OLDS

GENEROUS CAREGIVING

By fall's end, we will have heard from 19 different CMCers in our class, which is located on the 2nd floor
and is facilitated by Kathie Kurtz. Our sharers have indeed been generous with their honesty, insights, vulnerability, humor, and resilience. Each session I've experi-Tiffany Showalter
enced "sacred space" and holy conversations. Whether
the challenge was losing a spouse to illness or living with/
PRE-K & KINDERGARTEN
through dementia, eating disorders, sexual abuse, autism,
Recently, we talked about God's promise to Jeremiah to
learning or physical or congenital-birth disabilities—and
bring his people comfort and peace, even when they were whether the relationship was to a child, grandchild,
feeling confused and sad; God promises to be with us no
spouse, parent, or friend—these stories reveal the good,
matter how we are feeling. We also read a book about feel- the bad, and the ugly of being wonderfully-yet-fragileyings and painted pictures of trees in a way the shows our
made creatures. We will all need others to make it to the
different feelings—just like Sophie and her classmates in
other side. Join us for our last month.
the story. Then we played in the classroom.
We are learning how Sunday School can be a fun, safe
place for us to grow and learn about our faith with our
friends. We like to eat snacks together, listen to stories,
play with toys, and keep our hands busy with Play-Doh!

-Kent Davis Sensenig

-Sarah Roth Mullet

3RD & 4TH GRADERS
We worked together to set up a tent to sit in while writing
letters about love. This reminds us how Paul managed to
work at his tent making business while traveling, preaching, and writing about the love of Jesus.
Last week we explored our church building to see some
ways that beautiful images in our space help us worship
God. It helped us understand why Solomon wanted to
build such a beautiful temple to honor and worship God.
Next time you look at our many stained glass windows,
can you spot the things we found?









THE BIBLE UNWRAPPED
This adult ed class is reading The Bible Unwrapped by
Mennonite pastor Meghan Larissa Good and applying
some of her insights as we read and interpret scripture
together. Originally, we were also going to engage another book on scripture, by another Mennonite pastor (Fire
by Night, Melissa Florer-Bixler), but given the time needed for discussion in a larger class we’re focusing on just
one book...well, make that two, since we’re always including the Bible! One of Good’s descriptions of our role as
interpreters is “authorized eavesdroppers.” When we engage scripture we are equipped by the Spirit of Christ for
listening in on ancient conversations about the ways of
God in the world. When we listen deeply—to context and
in concert with the genre—we hear a Voice who invites us
to chime in with our voices and lives. If you’re not part of
the class, but would like to borrow a book, please contact
me.
-Pastor Jennifer

a tree
two little goldfish swimming in water
a Portal to heaven (we know this because the sky is
made of diamonds)
raindrops
a Mobius loop
a cross hidden in a river
sunbeams
a blue creature with lemon eyes

-Laurie Yoder
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CMC News & Announcements
Receiving New Members — We will be receiving new members on Sundays, Nov. 10 and Nov. 17. If you've been considering
membership, please contact Pastor Jennifer and we can talk about belonging to CMC and what this means in your faith journey.
Open Circle small group will meet this Sunday, Nov. 27, from 6 - 7:30 pm, in Room 205. Anyone in the church is welcome to attend. Contact Jan Jenner with questions (janjenner@gmail.com).
Potluck is Sunday, Nov. 3, after Sunday School. Please bring enough food for your family and some to share. Please bring
cups, plates, and silverware as this saves time on cleanup. We need help with cleanup including dishes and putting tables and chairs
away. Please let Jennifer Ulrich know if you can assist (ulrichjm@comast.net).
Come to the 10th annual Community Mennonite Church Harmonia Sacra sing, Sunday, Nov. 3, at 7 pm. We have
books available to borrow, or you can bring your own. You are welcome to lead a song or two, or request a song or two, or just sing,
or just listen. Harmonia Sacra was first published in Harrisonburg in 1832, and is the oldest English hymnal still in continuous use.
Annual sings throughout the Shenandoah Valley have kept the book alive even while many of its tunes found their ways into modern
hymnals. Come and sing.

Notes from the Harrisonburg Area & Beyond
65 Years of Mennonite Work in Vietnam. Panel presentation
with Caleb Schrock-Hurst and Earl Martin, Mon., Oct. 28, 12:45 p.m.,
Eastern Mennonite School auditorium. Both men have spent time
with Mennonite Central Committee in the country, one last year and
one 50 years ago. What have we learned? Sponsored by the Kennel
Charles Lecture Series of Eastern Mennonite School.
Bridge of Hope Fundraiser – The annual Locavore LOVE YOUR
NEIGHBOR Event will take place on Saturday, November 16th at 5:30
(doors open at 5 pm) at the Muhlenberg Activity Center in downtown
Harrisonburg. There will be delicious locally-sourced food, engaging
speakers, and auction fun! Please join us to help end family homelessness. Learn more at: https://sites.google.com/view/help-endfamily-homelessness/home
Join us to celebrate God’s work through VMMissions’ Latino Ministries during the past year. A great fellowship time and
great food! Hear stories and testimonies from our Latino church
planters. Friday, Nov. 22, at 6 pm at Park View Mennonite Church.
RSVP by emailing lizzette.hernandez@vmmissions.org

Need & Plenty
CMCERS ARE SEEKING OR OFFERING...
...nothing right now. Submit your things you have to share at
office@cmcva.org. The next newsletter will be distributed on Friday,
Nov. 6.
Submit listings at office@cmcva.org. To contact a CMCer about a
Need & Plenty listing, look them up in the Breeze Directory on the
church website. Or look for them in the Fellowship Hall after worship!

ANOTHER BOOK TO BE PUBLISHED BY A CMCER
Contributing to the ever increasing library of books
penned by CMCers, Esther Stenson has written a collection of poems. She explains that,
“It is divided into two sections. The first section explores the disparate relationships in my life as seen
through the lens of various reunions and diverse
family members. The second part focuses on personal reflections set in the natural world of birds, trees,
parks, etc. Perhaps these poems could serve as an
antidote or distraction from the abundance of negativity in today's news.”
The book will be published by Finishing Line Press
on the condition that 55 books pre-ordered by Dec.
13. To preorder a copy and support Esther’s artistic
work, click here. Or ask her about it next time you
see her.
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UPCOMING CMC EVENTS
Every Sunday

Every Wednesday
Sun, Nov. 3
Tues, Nov. 17
Sun, Nov. 24
Sun, Dec. 1
Tues, Dec. 10
Tues, Dec. 17
Tues, Dec. 24
Sun, Dec. 29
Sun, Jan. 5

Giving Update

Congregational Worship Service, 9 am, Sanctuary
Sunday School & Adult Ed, 10:45 am, various locations
Contemplative Worship Service, 8 pm, Fellowship Hall
Women’s Bible Study, 8:30-9:45 am, Room 109, Childcare Available
Kids’ Club, 6pm, Basement
Monthly Potluck, 11:45 am, Fellowship Hall
Bridges Community Potluck, 5-7 pm, Thomas Harrison Middle School
Harmonia Sacra Sing, 7-8:30 pm, Sanctuary
Monthly Gathering, 6-8 pm, Fellowship Hall
Congregational Meeting, 11:45 am, Sanctuary
New Attenders Brunch, 10:30 am, Room 109
CMC Seniors Christmas Potluck, TBD, Fellowship Hall
Monthly Gathering, 6-8 pm, Fellowship Hall
Christmas Eve Worship, 6pm, Sanctuary
Christmas Breads, 8:30 am, Fellowship Hall
Monthly Potluck, 11:45 am, Fellowship Hall

PASTORAL TEAM, CHURCH COUNCIL & STAFF
PASTORAL TEAM
Lead Pastor
Jennifer Davis Sensenig
Mon-Thu 9-4 (Fri Sabbath)
jennifer.davis.sensenig@cmcva.org
540-560-5126
Pastoral Elders
Veva Mumaw
Linda Gnagey
Hannah Bailey, young-adult appointee

Associate Pastor
Jason Gerlach
Mon, Wed-Fri, 8:30-3 (off Tue)
jason.gerlach@cmcva.org
540-421-8155
Mike Brislen
Brian Martin Burkholder

CHURCH COUNCIL
Council Chair, Aili Huber
councilchair@cmcva.org
Vice Chair, Jeremy Nafziger
councilvicechair@cmcva.org
Administrative Chair, Larry Miller
admincommission@cmcva.org
Community Life Chair, Lonnie Yoder
communitylifecommission@cmcva.org

Outreach Chair, Dennis Showalter
outreachcommission@cmcva.org
Worship Chair, Greg Yoder
worshipcommission@cmcva.org
Youth Chair, Traci Yoder Stoltzfus
youthcommission@cmcva.org
Member-at-Large, Kathleen Leigh
councilmemberatlarge@cmcva.org

CHURCH OFFICE
Church Administrator, Ben Bailey
Finance Administrator, Delbert Wenger

Custodians, Kent Davis Sensenig
Craig Serrels

Community Mennonite Church
70 South High St., Harrisonburg, VA 22801
Church Office hours: Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 9am-4:30pm; Wed closed
office@cmcva.org, (540) 433-2148, www.cmcva.org

MARK YOUR CALENDARS…
...for our congregational meeting on Sunday, Nov. 24. A meal and childcare will be
provided. We will vote on a number of items, including our upcoming Pastoral
Search Committee and the 2020 budget.

As of Oct. 24, 2019
Annual donation budget: $510,640
YTD budget: $412,440
YTD giving: $370,289
YTD +/- budget: -$42,151

Ways to Give
By cash or check — Either place
your contribution in the offering
basket or mail checks to the
church. Use the memo line to indicate a particular fund
("Compassion Fund," "General
Fund," etc.).
By text message — Text the
amount you wish to donate (e.g.
"$25") to 540-779-1276. The first
time, you'll receive a link to register your information. Undesignated funds will go to CMC's general
fund.
On our website — Click “donate”
on the top right corner of our website at cmcva.org.
On your smartphone — Search
for "GivePlus Church" in the Android or iPhone app store. Once
you've installed it, search for
"Community Mennonite Church."

CMC follows
Safe Church practices.

