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What Are You Waiting For?

A WORD FROM
PASTOR JENNIFER

Our Advent Worship Series
NOV. 24 — REIGN OF CHRIST — Covenant Renewal Sunday
Luke 23:33-43, Colossians 1:11-20
Fall worship series finale, Sermon by Pastor Jennifer, congregational meeting
DEC. 1 — FIRST SUNDAY IN ADVENT
Isaiah 2:1-5 , Matthew 24:36-44
Sermon by Pastor Jason
DEC. 8 — SECOND SUNDAY IN ADVENT
Isaiah 11:1-10, Matthew 3:1-12
Sermon by Pastor Jennifer
DEC. 15 — THIRD SUNDAY IN ADVENT
Isaiah 35:1-10, Matthew 11:2-11
Sermon by Pastor Jennifer
DEC. 22 — FOURTH SUNDAY IN ADVENT
Isaiah 7:10-16, Matthew 1:18-25
Sermon by Pastor Jennifer

Sunday, Nov. 24th is Covenant
Renewal Sunday. We renew our
covenant with God and with another as members of Community
Mennonite Church. This year
we’re focusing our “100-word
testimonies” (to be shared
around tables during the congregational meeting) on the theme
verse Exodus 23:20. “I am going
to send an angel in front of you,
to guard you on the way and to
bring you to the place that I have
prepared.” This passage comes
from our originating biblical
story--God’s rescue of people
enslaved by imperial power who
receive the gift of life in covenant
with God. How might this verse
speak God’s word to Community
Mennonite Church throughout
2020? How does it speak to you?
—Pastor Jennifer

CMC PRAYS TOGETHER


For youth and young adults of
CMC and beyond as they
weather hardships, develop
identity, build relationships,
and grow in faith



For CMC’s consideration of a
“twinning” relationship with a
community in Gaza
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Pastoral Team & Church Council Recommend Joining AMC
Following our vote in September to
transfer from Virginia Mennonite Conference, your church council has done
a number of things to consider our
next steps with the goal of making a
recommendation, for congregational
approval, of our next conference home.
This included reviewing the visits here
of leaders from Allegheny Mennonite
Conference and Central District Conference this summer; reading and researching and praying; working out
timelines; meetings and discussions;
and a series of conference calls between CMC pastoral team and council
members and their counterparts at
churches in the other two conferences.
We felt very welcome in both, invited
by both. CMC would add something to
both conferences, and both would support us and work with us in ways to

which we have not recently been accustomed.

glowing sight, and that there was at
least a chance that the Holy Spirit was
present with you? So we lined up down
the center aisle, each placing ourselves
on the spectrum of our inclination and
preference, fully Central District under
the clock, fully Allegheny in front of

On Saturday, Nov. 16, pastoral team
and church council met at CMC for
most of the day to work on several
things, most important among them—
in my view—to make a recommendation to you, CMC, on which conference
to join. Can I suggest to you that if you
...if you ever need to take a
ever need to take a vote like this, you
vote like this, you do it on a
do it on a winter
winter day just after noon,
day just after noon, in this sanctuary,
in this sanctuary, with the
with the electric lights off and when
electric lights off and when
the light streaming comes from these
windows? Because it’s so beautiful and the light streaming comes
from these windows?
even if you have some fear and trepidation about the vote you’re about to
take, the light and the colors and the
the pulpit.
glow will make you think that you’re
not taking it alone, that at least you got Everyone was on the Allegheny side of
to see the sanctuary on that day in that the balance, and in fact there wasn’t
enough room in the aisle to accommodate everyone who wanted to be close
to the pulpit. Church council’s recommendation to you, then, our congregation, is that we seek a place in Allegheny Mennonite Conference, that we find
ways to join with them as fully as we
are able, and that we ask those churches to support Community Mennonite
Church and its pastors in our mission
and life in this city, this country, and
this world.

CMC leaders gather for an annual retreat: Heidi Derstine, Jennifer Davis Sensenig,
Jeremy Nafziger, Hannah Hall, Veva Mumaw, Larry Miller, Brian Martin Burkholder, Traci Stoltzfus, Mike Brislen, Sue Swartz, Linda Gnagey, Jeff Mumaw, Jason Gerlach, Lonnie Yoder, and Shirley Showalter

Congregational affirmation of this recommendation will be on the ballot at
our congregation meeting Sunday,
Nov. 24, and council will send more
information this week on this question
and several others to be addressed at
that meeting. We hope that you will
speak, discuss, pray and work today
and in the days ahead, and that you’ll
join the meeting next Sunday, right
here. Thank you.
—Jeremy Nafziger, Council Vice-Chair
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Racial Equity Training Focused on History & Analysis
Q: Who were the last three people
groups to be identified as “white” in
the United States?
A: Jewish. Italian. Irish.
That is just one of the hundreds of
insights I gleaned in the Racial Equity
Institute training at CMC on Nov. 8-9.
Forty-one people—ten from CMC, two
presenters, and a row of observers—
from colleges, schools, law enforcement, county and city planners,
churches and nonprofits participated.
I attended on behalf of Eastern Mennonite School.
Faith in Action (Pastor Jennifer is
president), the local NAACP and
EMU’s Center for Interfaith Engagement brought the group to town to
equip people across the community
with a shared understanding of the
concept of “race.” This was their
third training here.

Settlers developed laws to force fissures between the indentured population and the kidnapped African population; if they got along, they would far
out number and outsmart the landowners, threatening the growing nation’s stability.

The content touched on the psychology, economics, and sociology of the
systems and rules that not only built
our country, but that remain in place
today.

“Many of us hold on to the
narrative that our country
was founded as a refuge for
those seeking religious freedom. A truer picture frames
the narrative around a
‘business trip’.”

Many of us hold on to the narrative
that our country was founded as a refuge for those seeking religious freedom. A truer picture frames the narrative around a “business trip.” Early
settlers were interested in accumulating wealth. The wealth of tobacco production could only take place with
cheap or free labor.
The story of the indentured servant is
often lost in our shared narratives. Indentured servants played a crucial role
in the colonies’ early development.
Few lived out their indentured status,
and kidnapped Africans were added to
increase the cheap or free labor pool.

current reality is key to understanding
how our systems rob some people
groups of opportunities.
These are complex problems. Humans
are inclined to assume someone else
will figure out complex problems.
I know I am, as evidenced by my response to a “complex problem” thrown
out to the group during the training.
“What is 17 times 24?” asked a trainer.
I stalled. I figured someone else would
answer. I messed around a bit in my
brain. And then figured I'd get out my
phone if needed. Someone else answered, so I didn’t have to.

We can’t afford to wait for “someone
else” to figure out this race problem.
We all need to work together. And the
Did you know that 30 million indigenous people lived in this landmass that first task is awareness raising.
is the United States before Europeans Ask other CMCers if you’d like to know
arrived? Today, there are about 2 mil- more: Ben Bailey, Brian Martin
lion.
Burkholder, Veva Mumaw, Jennifer
Did you know that a black woman with
a PhD today has a higher chance of
dying in childbirth than a white woman with only a high school education.
Chipping away at the narratives we
share about our country’s history and

Davis Sensenig, Art Stoltzfus, Nelly
Moreno Shenk, Mike Brislen, or Jason
Gerlach.
—Andrea Schrock Wenger

Advent Is Coming—What Are You Waiting For?
Advent has always been a season
of waiting and anticipation for me.
When I was younger, I was usually
waiting for a specifically anticipated
present. Now I experience the season
differently each year, but this year’s
theme question is one that underpins
the season year after year: What are
you waiting for?

“The Year A (lectionary) texts are full
of questions, cries, and longings, so
naming [this] series with a question
seemed to capture the posture and
voice of the biblical texts, while also
resonating with our walk of faithfulness in these days.

As a congregation, CMC is currently waiting for decisions about conference affiliation and new staff. As
individuals, we wait as well: for the
beginning of a new life, for the end to
long suffering, for job transitions, for
three-year-olds to turn into four-yearolds. The writing team behind the resources explains some of what we will
experience during this Year A Advent
season:

“The question “What are you waiting
for?” is directed toward God in Advent 1 and 2, moves to an individual
reflective question in Advent 3 and 4,
and turns toward the congregation in
the first Sunday after Christmas and
Epiphany Sunday.”
It is my hope that in this season our
worship together supports and nurtures reflection, curiosity, celebration,
and ultimately, courageous hope as we
all consider what it is we are waiting
for this Advent.
—Greg Yoder, Worship Commission Chair

CMCers Danny King lights a candle,
opening a 2018 advent worship
service at CMC

Winter Sunday School Quarter Begins Dec. 1
SHIFTING CLIMATES
This class will focus on climate change and creation care, listen to the voices of impacted
people, and discern our calling to care for the planet. Discussions will center around the
Shifting Climates podcast, produced by EMU grads. Topics explored include impacts and
solutions; eco-anxiety; climate justice; Anabaptist environmental ethics; youth perspectives; congregational responses; voices of conservative churches, and more. Come ready to
share and learn (young and old alike, as our MYFers will be in the mix, too!)
Facilitators: Doug Graber Neufeld, Michaela Mast, Katie Isaac
Location: Sanctuary

WITNESSES TO THE INCARNATION: CHARACTER STUDIES FOR ADVENT, CHRISTMAS, & EPIPHANY
This four-session series features character studies of Zechariah, Mary, Joseph, and the Magi. We will search the Gospels
of Luke and Matthew to discover who these characters were in the 1st-century world they inhabit. We will ask what happens to them as they become witnesses to the Incarnation. And we will ponder what it means to live deeply with these
stories and characters in our own 21st-century world. Witnessing the Incarnation, whether then or now, is not for the
faint of heart. Join us if you dare!
Facilitator: Dorothy Jean Weaver
Location: Room 109
Keep an eye out for one or two other Adult Ed mini-series begin in January...we'll keep you posted!
—Kent Sensenig, Adult Education Committee

CMC Welcomes New Members
On Sunday, Nov. 17, CMC welcomed seven new members and their families to our congregation. In lieu of a weekly
sermon, each adult reflected on our congregational covenant and their faith journeys. The congregation offered their
blessing and loaves of bread baked by Jennifer Murch. Audio recordings of the testimonies are available on the church
website.

L-R: Anna & Stefan Showalter Hess, Andrew Stoltzfus, Kevin & Jennifer Seidel, Erin & Chris Wenger with children Aliza & Lydia

CMC News & Announcements
Thanks to everyone who signed up to bring chili or cookies for the meal on Sunday. We will need help with dishes and putting tables and chairs away after the meeting. Please help out so that no one has to stay too long after the meeting.
Due to the Congregational Meal we are canceling potluck on Dec. 1. Christmas Breads will be on Sunday Dec. 29th and we
will have Potluck Jan. 5.
CMCers are invited to a group prayer circle in the alcove at front of sanctuary from 11:45 am-12 pm on Sunday, Dec. 1.

Notes from the Harrisonburg Area & Beyond
Singing Light, a Walking Roots Band Christmas MCC Benefit Concert will be Dec. 8, at 7 pm in the theater at
Eastern Mennonite School. The Mennonite Central Committee Benefit Concert is in partnership with the Virginia Mennonite Relief Sale. Ticket info: singinglight.org
Registration is now open for the E3 Collective: Nazareth and Bethlehem, May 8-25, 2020. This trip will focus
on varied work projects at Nazareth Village, Nazareth, Israel, and at Evangelical Lutheran Christmas Church,
Bethlehem, Palestine. The trip will be co-led by Dorothy Jean Weaver, Professor Emerita of New Testament, Eastern Mennonite Seminary, and Craig Maven, Lead Pastor, Harrisonburg Mennonite Church. For more information and/or a brochure,
please contact Dorothy Jean.

Need & Plenty
CMCERS ARE SEEKING OR OFFERING...
...nothing right now. Submit your things you have to share at
office@cmcva.org. The next newsletter will be distributed on Friday, Dec. 6.
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Upcoming CMC events
Every Sunday

Every Wednesday
Sun, Nov. 24
Sun, Dec. 1
Tues, Dec. 10
Tues, Dec. 17
Tues, Dec. 24
Sun, Dec. 29
Sun, Jan. 5

GIVING UPDATE

Congregational Worship Service, 9 am, Sanctuary
Sunday School & Adult Ed, 10:30 am, various locations
Contemplative Worship Service, 8 pm, Fellowship Hall
Women’s Bible Study, 8:30-9:45 am, Room 109
Kids’ Club, 6pm, Basement
Congregational Meeting, 11:45 am, Sanctuary
Prayer Gathering, 11:45 am-12 pm, Prayer Alcove
New Attenders Brunch, 10:30 am, Room 109
CMC Seniors Christmas Potluck, TBD, Fellowship Hall
Monthly Gathering, 6-8 pm, Fellowship Hall
Christmas Eve Worship, 6 pm, Sanctuary
Christmas Breads, 8:30 am, Fellowship Hall
Monthly Potluck, 11:45 am, Fellowship Hall

Pastoral Team, Church Council & Staff
PASTORAL TEAM
Lead Pastor
Jennifer Davis Sensenig
Mon-Thu 9-4 (Fri Sabbath)
jennifer.davis.sensenig@cmcva.org
540-560-5126

Associate Pastor
Jason Gerlach
Mon, Wed-Fri, 8:30-3 (off Tue)
jason.gerlach@cmcva.org
540-421-8155

Pastoral Elders
Veva Mumaw
Linda Gnagey
Hannah Bailey, young-adult appointee

Mike Brislen
Brian Martin Burkholder

As of Nov. 7, 2019
Annual donation budget: $510,640
YTD budget: $432,080
YTD giving: $388,742
YTD +/- budget: -$43,356
WAYS TO GIVE
By cash or check — Either place
your contribution in the offering
basket or mail checks to the church.
Use the memo line to indicate a particular fund ("Compassion Fund,"
"General Fund," etc.).
By text message — Text the
amount you wish to donate (e.g.
"$25") to 540-779-1276. The first
time, you'll receive a link to register
your information. Undesignated
funds will go to CMC's general fund.
On our website — Click “donate”
on the top right corner of our website at cmcva.org.
On your smartphone — Search
for "GivePlus Church" in the Android
or iPhone app store. Once you've
installed it, search for "Community
Mennonite Church."

CHURCH COUNCIL
Council Chair, Aili Huber
councilchair@cmcva.org
Vice-Chair, Jeremy Nafziger
councilvicechair@cmcva.org
Administrative Chair, Larry Miller
admincommission@cmcva.org
Community Life Chair, Lonnie Yoder
communitylifecommission@cmcva.org

Outreach Chair, Dennis Showalter
outreachcommission@cmcva.org
Worship Chair, Greg Yoder
worshipcommission@cmcva.org
Youth Chair, Traci Yoder Stoltzfus
youthcommission@cmcva.org
Member-at-Large, Kathleen Leigh
councilmemberatlarge@cmcva.org

CHURCH STAFF
Church Administrator, Ben Bailey
Finance Administrator, Delbert Wenger

Custodians, Kent Davis Sensenig,
Craig Serrels

Community Mennonite Church
70 South High St., Harrisonburg, VA 22801
Church Office hours: Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 9 am-4:30 pm; Wed closed
office@cmcva.org, (540) 433-2148, www.cmcva.org

CMC follows
Safe Church practices.

