
Light For The World 

OUR EPIPHANY WORSHIP SERIES 

JANUARY 12 

Isaiah 42:1-9, Matthew 3:13-17 

Sermon by  Pastor Byron Peachey; children’s time by Paul Leaman of Eastern 

Mennonite School; Bible presentation to 12-year-olds 

JANUARY 19 

Isaiah 49:1-7, John 1:29-34 

Sermon by Pastor Jennifer Davis Sensenig; Parent-child dedications 

JANUARY 26 

Isaiah 9:1-4, Matthew 4:12-23 

Sermon by  Pastor Jason Gerlach 

JANUARY 21— MONTHLY GATHERING 

Join CMCers for a midweek meal in the Fellowship Hall at 6 pm and, at 7 

pm, a presentation of poetry by CMCers Lois Kauffman and Esther Stenson 

in the Sanctuary. 

A WORD FROM 

PASTOR JENNIFER 

During these Sundays after 

Epiphany we celebrate the 

Light for the world that is Jesus 

Christ and rejoice in the ways 

that CMCers are sharing this 

light in their households and 

extended families, through the 

ministries of our congregation, 

and in vocations paid and un-

paid in the broad-

er community.  During this se-

ries we'll celebrate parent-child 

dedications, offer children's 

times with songs and stories, 

present Bibles to our 12-year-

olds, and notice how God's 

word is light for all ages.  As 

Community Mennonite Church 

we are a local epiphany, a 

manifestation of God in the 

world.  We are the body of 

Christ. We’re not always glori-

ous, but the Light for the world 

that comes from God—shines 

among us and through us.  
—Pastor Jennifer  
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CMC Welcomes Two Temporary Staff Members 

We're pleased to welcome two new tem-

porary staff members at CMC. Byron 

Peachey will be serving as half-time in-

terim pastor (Jan-May of 2020.)  Pastor 

Byron is a member of CMC and holds 

ministerial credentials.  He has served 

in campus ministries at Eastern Men-

nonite University, jointly led cross-

cultural terms with his spouse, Deanna 

Durham, and currently teaches part-

time at EMU.  Byron and Deanna have 

two young adult children who grew up 

at CMC--Dylan Peachey and Nikita 

Stoll.  In addition to an M.Div. Byron 

graduated with a master's degree in 

Counseling from EMU.  In this interim 

pastoral role with Community Mennon-

ite Church, Pastor Byron will focus on 

pastoral care, worship, relating to our 

small groups and some preaching.  Feel 

free to contact Pastor Byron 

at byron.peachey@cmcva.org.  

After taking about two weeks of parental 

leave around the holidays, Church Ad-

ministrator Ben Bailey will also take 

Thursdays off through May.  CMCer 

John Leonard has been hired to provide 

office coverage on Wednesday after-

noons (a day Ben typically has off) and  

also Thursdays. John and his family 

recently returned from teaching in Ken-

ya.  John and his wife Glenda have two 

children, Karen and Anisa, who grew up 

at CMC. Prior to their time in Kenya, 

John was a beloved English teacher, 

coach, and athletic director at Eastern 

Mennonite School.  In addition to his 

role at CMC, John currently, works as a 

tutor and manages a website the covers 

a regional summer baseball league. 

When you see them, please welcome 

Byron and John to their new roles on 

CMC’s staff. 

—Pastor Jennifer Davis Sensenig, on be-

half of Personnel committee 

Since our congregational decisions to 

transfer from Virginia Mennonite 

Conference and join Allegheny Men-

nonite Conference, we've been pro-

cessing our release from Harrison-

burg District and VMC.  In December, 

delegates of Harrisonburg District 

voted to recommend that VMC re-

lease CMC from the conference.  This 

month, a team of CMCers (Lee Good, 

Lonnie Yoder, and Pastor Jennifer 

Davis Sensenig) met with district and 

VMC leaders to reflect on the process 

thus far and discuss next steps.  The 

meeting was blessed with a spirit of 

care for one another in this transition 

and a desire to bless each other in 

future ministry collaborations and 

ongoing relationships, even as CMC 

transfers to another conference of 

Mennonite Church USA.   

On, Jan. 23, the Harrisonburg District 

Council will host a meal for mutual 

blessing as we make this transi-

tion.  On, Feb. 1, during the annual 

winter assembly, CMC and VMC will 

present a joint letter regarding this 

transfer to the assembly delegates 

who have scheduled a vote to release 

CMC.  If the delegates affirm the bal-

lot measure, releasing CMC, we will 

begin the process of joining Allegheny 

Mennonite Conference in March.  

—Pastor Jennifer Davis Sensenig, 

on behalf of church council 

A NEW SUNDAY SCHOOL OPTION 

THE POWER—AND DANGER—OF A SINGLE THOUGHT  

How do the stories we tell ourselves about the circumstances of our lives 

create hope -- or suffering -- for ourselves? In this class, Andrea Wenger, 

certified life coach, will share insights and tools for developing awareness 

around the power of our thinking. It might be a helpful class if you are in 

the midst of a life transition, considering a change, feeling stuck, or curi-

ous about words like "mindfulness" and "mind-body" awareness. You may 

want to bring a journal.  

Facilitator: Andrea Schrock Wenger 

Location: CH 109 

Byron Peachey (above) is CMC’s 
interim pastor. John Leonard 
(left), pictured with his wife Glen-
da and children Karen and Anisa, 
will be working part-time in the 
church office through May. 

Virginia Mennonite Conference Set To Vote On Releasing CMC 

mailto:byron.peachey@cmcva.org


Have you heard of the Poor People's 

Campaign (PPC), a national call for 

moral revival, launched by the Rev. 

Dr. William Barber II and others? It is 

inspired by the vision of the Rev. Dr. 

Martin Luther King Jr. to address so-

cial justice needs in our current  set-

ting - and the movement is building 

steam. 

There is a regional gathering on Fri-

day, Jan. 24, at 6:30 pm, in Waynes-

boro, to energize people and commu-

nities for a mass poor people's assem-

bly and moral march on Washington 

on June 20, 2020. We see this as an 

opportunity for CMC involvement. 

Will you join us in attending? 

Reflecting on the PPC, Pastoral Elder 

Keaton Shenk says, "I'm drawn to this 

movement because at its core are 

these four interconnected justice is-

sues addressed by nonviolent activ-

ism:  militarism, poverty, racism, en-

vironmental degradation, and the 

false narrative of religious national-

ism." 

Brian Martin Burkholder, another 

pastoral elder, says, "I'm energized by 

the collaboration in this movement 

across Christian denominations and 

religious communities addressing an 

intersection of justice concerns. It 

gives me hope." 

Considering getting involved? Look 

for a TED Talk by Rev. Dr. William 

Barber and Rev. Theotharis entitled 

"A Call for a Moral Revival." Or follow 

our local event on Facebook by 

searching "Virginia Poor People's 

Campaign: A National Call for Moral 

Revival."—Brian Martin Burkholder & 

Keaton Shenk, on behalf of Pastoral Team 

Poor People's Campaign Launches in the Shenandoah Valley 

Scripture-Centered Competition For Youth.  What Is Bible Quizzing? 

UPDATE FROM THE LAPP 
JOSTS 

A new prayer letter from David 

and Sophie Lapp Jost has been 

added to the CMCer in service 

portion of the kiosk in the coat 

room near the Fellowship Hall.  

David and Sophie are currently 

serving in Germany. 

"Community Mennonite Church has 

had a Bible Quizzing team for __ 

years.” Okay, think about it for a sec-

ond.  Now, provide your best guess. 

What would you say?  Three 

years?  Five years?  Longer? The an-

swer is ten years! 

It's amazing to me that over the past 

decade nearly 30 youth have studied 

scripture intensively from January to 

March each year.  And, to think that 

throughout the first year I sprinkled in 

questions about Seinfeld episodes to 

spark interest.  :)  This year's season 

begins this Sunday (Fellowship Hall, 2 

pm).  We'll be competing against an-

other local team focusing on Genesis 

37, 39-40.  Each week the team will 

study three more chapters until the 

annual tri-state tournament at the end 

of March.  This year's scriptures focus 

on the lives of Joseph and Esther! 

—Pastor Jason Gerlach 

CMC youth compete with young folks from around the United States to 
demonstrate their Biblical knowledge. 

https://www.poorpeoplescampaign.org/resource/rev-barber-rev-theoharis-ted-talk/
https://www.poorpeoplescampaign.org/resource/rev-barber-rev-theoharis-ted-talk/
https://www.poorpeoplescampaign.org/resource/rev-barber-rev-theoharis-ted-talk/


Merging Mennonite Periodicals? What You Need to Know... 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS & ANSWERS  

Are the Mennonite and Mennonite World Review merging? 

Yes! the Mennonite, Inc., and Mennonite World Review, Inc., are merging 

to form a new independent media organization with a vision for a flagship 

Anabaptist communications hub in print and online. We will have a new 

name, a new magazine, and a new website. The journalistic vision for the 

new organization as endorsed by the boards of the Mennonite and Mennonite World Review calls for producing  

content that “explores the intersection of faith, life, and culture through an Anabaptist lens.” Like MWR, the new or-

ganization will not be affiliated with any denomination or conference. And like the Mennonite, it will give priority to 

serving the members of MC USA, who are also MWR’s largest constituency. The vision continues MWR’s mission of 

“serving the global Anabaptist movement” and fulfills the Mennonite’s goal of being “a forum for Mennonite voices.” 

In the coming months, we will release more details. You’ll want to see what’s next!  

What happens to my subscription to The Mennonite between now and 2020? 

Everyone with time left on their subscription to the Mennonite will have that time added on to your subscription of 

the new magazine that will begin publishing in September 2020. For those who subscribe to the Mennon-

ite and Mennonite World Review, your remaining time will be combined and added to your new subscription. For 

example, in September 2020 if you have two months remaining on your subscription to the Mennonite, your subscrip-

tion to the new magazine will begin with two months before renewal time. In another example, if you have two 

months remaining on your subscription to the Mennonite, and you have three months remaining on your subscription 

to Mennonite World Review, your subscription to the new magazine will begin with five months before renewal time.  

How much will the new magazine cost? Will there still be group subscriptions? 

The cost of the new magazine is still to be determined. If you are part of a group subscription to  the Mennonite, you 

can maintain your group going forward.  

How will renewals to the new magazine happen? 

We are rebuilding our online subscription renewal system so that it works better than the current one. In addition to 

the online renewal option, subscribers will still be able to renew by mail. 

—Sheldon C. Good, Executive Director, The Mennonite, Inc. 
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Join Ted & Co. TheaterWorks for a special “Love Your Neighbor” event this Valentine’s Day, 

Feb. 14, 2020, at 7:30 pm at Park View Mennonite Church! In partnership with Mennonite Dis-

aster Service, Ted & Co TheaterWorks presents the original play, The Jesus Stories: Faith, Forks 

& Fettuccine, starring Ted Swartz and Jeff Raught, in conjunction with a unique, fun, and par-

ticipatory auction of theme-filled buckets. All auction proceeds will benefit the good work of 

Mennonite Disaster Service, restoring and rebuilding hope and homes in communities ravaged 

by natural disaster. Admission is free and open to the public. Please come prepared to bid on 

auction items! This is a family-friendly event—bring your loved ones, your date, your Uncle Har-

old and spread the love. Hosted by Park View, Lindale, Harrisonburg, Weavers, and Community 

Mennonite churches as well as and the Shenandoah Valley MDS Unit.  —Valerie Serrels 

An Alternative Valentine’s Day With Ted & Co. And MDS 



CMC News & Announcements 

During a beautiful Christmas Eve worship service CMC received a peace offering to bene-

fit Open Doors.  Thank you for contributing $1,671.84.  The mission of Open Doors is to engage the community of Harri-

sonburg and Rockingham County in partnership to provide shelter, compassionate support and access to services for people 

who are homeless.  On Christmas Eve and that whole week it was our Muslim and Jewish neighbors who were providing food, 

shelter, and companionship through Open Doors, so that local Christian congregations could focus on our celebration of 

Christ's birth. Next month (Feb 10-17) CMC will partner with Asbury UMC through Open Doors. Thanks to Jim and Kathy 

Yoder who are coordinating the CMC volunteers for this ministry. Sign-up to help with Open Doors in the Fellowship Hall 

beginning Sunday, Jan. 19. 

If you are in the Shifting Climates Sunday School, you can access resources and schedule for the sessions 

at www.sustainableclimatesolutions.org/cmc/.   We look forward to a number of guest speakers in the next few weeks who 

have worked with climate communication in churches.  

Director of Children's Faith Formation — Do you know someone who is passionate about nurturing faith formation in 

children ranging in age from pre-school through 8th grade? If so, would this person be a great leader and coordinator of chil-

dren’s events and enjoy working part-time for a wonderful organization? If you identified someone who fits this description, 

please encourage them to consider CMC’s Director of Children’s Faith Formation position. The details about this position are 

on our church website or questions can be directed to CMC’s personnel committee, which includes Heidi Derstine, Jeremy 

Nafziger, Sue Swartz, and Pastor Jennifer. 

Notes from the Harrisonburg Area & Beyond 
Harrisonburg Gift & Thrift Board of Directors is seeking several new members. In addition to generalists, we 

could use one new board member with experience in finance. The 3-year board term begins in April 2020. To learn more or 

submit your name for consideration, please contact Tim Godshall (timgodshall@gmail.com). 

MCC is turning 100 years old in 2020. In celebration they have planned a “record breaking, comforter mak-

ing event for Jan. 18, 2020” calling it “THE GREAT WINTER WARM-UP.” MCC is hoping to collect 6,500 com-

forters. Park View Mennonite Church has invited CMC to knot comforters with them on Saturday, Jan. 18, at 9 am to 2 pm in 

their Fireplace Room. Women and men are invited to help MCC reach their goal. Please bring your own sack lunch. Beverage 

will be provided. Also on Sunday, Jan. 19, 2020 at 5 pm Trissels Mennonite Church will be knotting comforters for MCC. If 

you want to go to that event, please RSVP to LuAnn Bender (bender.luann@gmail.com) 

or let MarthaJune Graber know. A light lunch will be provided. 

Eastern Mennonite Elementary School prospective family Open Houses: 

Tues., Jan. 28, (especially for parents) from 8:30 to 10 am and Tues., Feb. 4, (bring the 

whole family) from 6:30 to 8 pm Come see our newly renovated building, light airy 

rooms and rooftop garden. Observe classes and talk to current parents and teach-

ers.  Eastern Mennonite Middle and High School Visitation Days are Jan. 20, Feb. 21, 

March 27. To register: (540) 236-6021 or admissions@easternmennonite.org.  

Last-minute openings are still available for the Virginia Mennonite Mis-

sions E3 Collective: Nazareth and Bethlehem, scheduled from May 8-25, 2020, 

and co-led by Dorothy Jean Weaver, professor emerita of New Testament, EMS, and 

Craig Maven, pastor, Harrisonburg Mennonite Church.  Contact Dorothy Jean Weaver 

ASAP at (540) 432-4276 for a copy of the trip brochure to ask any ques-

tions.  Registration deadline is Tuesday, January 21, 2020.  

Need & Plenty 

CMCERS ARE SEEKING OR OFFERING… 

...nothing right now. CMCers may submit things they have to share for free or  at a 

significant discount to office@cmcva.org. The next newsletter will be distributed on Fri-

day, Jan. 24, 2020. 

Don’t forget about our Lending 

List for large, weird, or banal 

items that you don't know you 

need or are afraid to ask for. You 

can find it on our website under 

the CMCers tab. 
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GIVING UPDATE 

 
WAYS TO GIVE 

By cash or check — Either place 

your contribution in the offering 

basket or mail checks to the church. 

Use the memo line to indicate a par-

ticular fund ("Compassion Fund," 

"General Fund," etc.). 

By text message — Text the 

amount you wish to donate (e.g. 

"$25") to 540-779-1276. The first 

time, you'll receive a link to register 

your information. Undesignated 

funds will go to CMC's general fund.  

On our website — Click “Give” on 

the top right corner of our website, 

cmcva.org. 

On your smartphone — Search 

for "GivePlus Church" in the Android 

or iPhone app store. Once you've 

installed it, search for "Community 

Mennonite Church." 

 

CMC follows  
Safe Church practices. 

Pastoral Team, Church Council & Staff 

PASTORAL TEAM 

Lead Pastor, Jennifer Davis Sensenig Associate Pastor, Jason Gerlach  

     Mon.-Thu. 9-4 (Fri Sabbath)      Mon., Wed.-Fri., 8:30-3 (off  Tue.) 

     jennifer.davis.sensenig@cmcva.org      jason.gerlach@cmcva.org 

     (540) 560-5126      (540) 421-8155     

Interim Pastor, Byron Peachy 

     Mon. 9-1, Wed. 11-4, Fri. 9-1 

     byron.peachy@cmcva.org 

     (540) 209-2423 

Pastoral Elders 

Jennifer North Bauman Brian Martin Burkholder 

Linda Gnagey Veva Mumaw 

Keaton Shenk Leah Wenger, young adult appointee 

CHURCH COUNCIL 

Council Chair, Jeremy Nafziger Outreach Chair, Jeff Mumaw 

     councilchair@cmcva.org      outreachcommission@cmcva.org 

Vice-Chair, Sue Swartz      Worship Chair, Shirley Showalter 

     councilvicechair@cmcva.org      worshipcommission@cmcva.org 

Administrative Chair, Heidi Derstine Youth Chair, Traci Yoder Stoltzfus 

     admincommission@cmcva.org      youthcommission@cmcva.org 

Community Life Chair, Lonnie Yoder Member-at-Large, Jonathan Murch 

     communitylifecommission@cmcva.org        councilmemberatlarge@cmcva.org 

CHURCH STAFF 

Church Administrator, Ben Bailey              Temporary Administrator, John Leonard 

     Mon, Tues, Fri 9 am-4:30 pm      Wed 12:30-4:00 pm, Thurs 9 am-4 pm 

Finance Administrator, Delbert Wenger  Custodians, Kent Davis Sensenig, 

                   Craig Serrels 

Community Mennonite Church 

70 South High St., Harrisonburg, VA 22801 

office@cmcva.org,  (540) 433-2148, www.cmcva.org 

Upcoming CMC events 

Every Sunday Congregational Worship Service, 9 am, Sanctuary 

 Sunday School & Adult Ed, 10:30 am, various locations 

 Contemplative Worship Service, 8 pm, Fellowship Hall 

Every Wednesday Mennonite Youth Fellowship, 7-8:30 pm, CH 202 
1st & 3rd Wednesday Kids’ Club, 6 pm, Basement 
Tuesday, Jan. 21 Monthly Gathering, 6 pm, Fellowship Hall 

mailto:councilchair@cmcva.org
mailto:outreachcommission@cmcva.org

