Community Mennonite Church
Newsletter

January 24, 2020
Light for the World/
Behold, I Send An Angel

A WORD FROM
PASTOR JENNIFER

Light For The World
OUR EPIPHANY WORSHIP SERIES
JANUARY 26
Isaiah 9:1-4, Matthew 4:12-23
Sermon by Pastor Jason Gerlach

Behold, I Send An Angel…

OUR FEBRUARY WORSHIP SERIES
FEBRUARY 2—ANOINTING SERVICE
Micah 6:1-8, Matthew 5:1-12
Sermon by Pastor Jennifer

FEBRUARY 9
Isaiah 58:1-12, Matthew 5:13-20
Sermon by Pastor Jennifer
FEBRUARY 16
Deuteronomy 30:15-20, Matthew 5:21-37
Sermon by Pastor Jason
FEBRUARY 23—TRANSFIGURATION SUNDAY
Exodus 24:12-18, Matthew 17:1-9

Already this year, our 2020
theme verse has been useful in
ministry settings.
“Behold, I
send an angel before you to keep
you in the way and to bring you
into the place which I have prepared.” (Ex 23:20) Personally,
vocationally, congregationally,
or whenever we are in transition,
the promise of divine guidance
reassures us of God’s fidelity as
we face uncertain futures. This
verse comes from the Torah, the
teaching or law, which itself is a
gift of divine guidance, treasured
from generation to generation by
both Jews and Christians. Learn
this verse by heart. God may
give it back to you when need it
this year, or give you opportunity to share it with someone else.
—Pastor Jennifer

PRAYER
•
•

For CMC delegates to
Virginia Mennonite
Conference on Feb. 1.
For our dedicated teachers
and helpers in Sunday
School classes.
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Small Groups Are Invited to Connect With Pastor Byron
CMC has about 24 small groups
which meet regularly as a place for
sharing their lives, for conversation,
praying together, sharing food, and
mutual support. Some groups have
been meeting for many years; others
are fairly new. Everyone at CMC is
invited to join a small group if they
desire.
This year Jan Jenner and Katrina
Swartz are the committee point persons for those wanting to join a
group, and Zach Pennington and Keaton Shenk are the point persons for
ongoing groups.

Part of Pastor Byron’s interim role is
to reach out and visit with some of
these small groups—he would like to
hear from groups who would welcome a visit during a regular meeting
to hear how your group is functioning, learn to know better CMC members, and listen to any feedback or
ideas for how small groups can serve
as vital parts of congregational life. If
your group has any pastoral care concerns which you’d like to pass on to
the pastoral team, we’d like to hear
this as well.

If your small group would be open
to a visit from Pastor Byron, please
send
him
a
note
at
byron.peachey@cmcva.org.
You’re
also always welcome to be in contact
with the committee members mentioned above.
-Byron Peachy, on behalf of the
Small Groups Committee

After One Year, Contemplative Worship Planners Seek Feedback
The Sunday evening service has been meeting for almost one year . We have built a foundation of holding space to encounter God. The Contemplative Worship Service Group
would appreciate your feedback on possibly changing our service start time on Sunday
evenings.
We would like to know if you would prefer a start time of: 7 pm, 7:30 pm or 8 pm, (the
current start time). We also want to know how the time change would lead to your increased participation.
So please take 2 minutes to complete this survey (linked here). Or enter info below, tear
away this sheet of paper, and place it in my CMC mailbox.
-Adam Yoder, on behalf of the Contemplative Worship Task Force

Indicate how many Sundays per month you would participate in the service if the time was:

7-7:45 pm service

0

1

2

3

4

Sundays per month

7:30-8:15 pm service

0

1

2

3

4

Sundays per month

8-8:45 service

0

1

2

3

4

Sundays per month

What has been your experience with the service so far?

What feedback do you think would be helpful for our worship service group to hear?

Also, if you are interested in being a part of the service through planning, leading, assisting, music,
arts, etc. please indicate that below by writing your name:
If you have further questions or comments please contact Adam Yoder (yodera@yahoo.com).
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Two Annual Youth Retreats Kick Off the New Year
Over the first weekend of January, four
households attended the annual 12-Year-old
Retreat, which was held at Mountain View
Retreat Center (Highland Retreat). The retreat provides dedicated time to discuss the
changes that'll happen within the upcoming
years, specifically around communication
and relationship-building skills as teenagers
mature and gain greater independence. During the final session of the retreat
each household is gifted a Bible from the
church. Together we discuss Luke 2:41-52
in which Jesus, at age 12, claims his own
independence and vocationally calling.

Above and Right, 12-year-old
CMCers receive Bibles following a
retreat with one of their parents
led by Pastor Jason (photos by
Jim Bishop); Below and left, shenanigans at Snow Camp, the winter MYF retreat

This past weekend, nearly 30 senior high youth members attended the annual Snow Camp, which was
held at Red Oak Lodge (Highland Retreat). Throughout the weekend we enjoyed a dusting of snow on
Saturday morning; played ultimate Frisbee; prepared food; hiked; participated in group games and team
-building exercises; and were privileged to have Myron Blosser serve as our resource person. Myron's
sessions focused on healthy growth for both trees (Tree of Knowledge and the Tree of Life) as well as an
exploration of leadership styles.
In addition, his sessions included numerous examples pertaining to biology and biotechnology fields,
which helped link the retreat with the Climate Action Sunday school class that the senior high youth
group is participating in during the winter months. —Pastor Jason Gerlach
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CMC ENDS 2019 WITH A BUDGET SURPLUS
Thank you for your generous giving to CMC in 2019! The total amount contributed to the operating fund was $510,640. While this is less than budget, we ended
the year with a surplus of $5,000 since we had less in budgeted expenses than
anticipated. —Heidi Derstine on behalf of Administration Commission
CMC’s non-budgeted giving totaled $79,636 with the funds going to the following:



WV Mennonite Disaster Service house project (with VMC) - $1,794



Bat Exclusion - $5,622



Piano - $9,440



Mennonite Undergraduate Grants - $10,748



Hartzler Romania Ministry - $18,290



Solar Array - $29,742



Hymnals - $4,000

THE SEARCH HAS BEGUN!
Meet the members of CMC’s Pastoral
Search Task Force, from left to right,
Lonnie Yoder, Dave Smucker (Chair),
Mary Jo Bowman, Laurie Yoder, Andrew Stoltzfus, Pastor Jennifer Davis
Sensenig

A SUNDAY MORNING SNAP SHOT
Greg Yoder leads CMCers of all ages
in a very serious silly song during
worship on Jan. 19 (photo by Jim
Bishop)
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CMC News & Announcements
Potluck will be Feb. 2 after Sunday School. Please bring food to share and your own plates, cups, and silverware. Please consider how you can help with cleanup, we need several persons to wash and dry dishes as well as to put
tables and chairs away.
Women's Bible Study Resumes—Please mark your calendars for Wed, Jan. 29. We'll meet as usual from
8:30-9:45 am in room 109. Coffee and tea are available. Our scripture(s) each week will be those from the previous
Sunday's worship service. Feel free to invite friends who might appreciate sharing life around the Word of Life.
—Pastor Jennifer
First Friday! Our first First Friday of 2020 will be Feb. 7, from 6-8 pm. It will feature work from The Elephant in the
Room, a series of paintings about climate change by Charlotte Shristi. The Green Congregations Committee will be
hosting, and will share information about CMC's green initiatives. There will also be music by Aaron and Susannah
Oda .

The CMC Arts Committee, which organizes First Friday events, curates the art in the building, and potentially does other art-related projects, is looking for new members. We are also looking for small groups
or committees to host First Friday events throughout the year. Please contact Aili Huber if you're interested.
ASTUTE AND RESOLUTE—Still looking to make a New Year's resolution? Well, look no farther than feasting your
eyes upon the bulletin boards gracing the east wall of the church fellowship hall. There, in all its resplendent glory,
you'll find the "CMC: Today" bulletin board with a photo review of CMC Advent activities, 2019. Counter-clockwise to
the left, you'll find counter-culture CMC photo displays from January 2013 and January 2014 (seems like only yesterday). Check 'em out every Sunday; it's a resolution devoutly to be wished that you can actually keep! —Jim Bishop
CMCers are invited to register for Community Preschool. Early bird registration for CMC families will take
place the week of Feb. 10-14. There is a short form to fill out with a $70 registration fee. Contact the church office for
more info.

Notes from the Harrisonburg Area & Beyond
Linda Pfamatter's daughter is having a 50th birthday on Jan. 22. A card shower is asked of those who knew
her and desire to send a card at: Suzanne Perl, 806 Holbrook Dr. Newport News, VA 23602. So much appreciated.

Need & Plenty
CMCERS ARE SEEKING …
...a flatbed scanner. I have a bunch of photos
and papers that I got from my grandmother's
estate, and I want to scan them for family members. If you have scanner gathering dust that you
wouldn't mind lending me for a couple of
months, let me know. —Aili Huber
OR OFFERING...
...nothing right now. CMCers may submit
things they have to share for free or at a significant discount to office@cmcva.org. The next
newsletter will be distributed on Friday, Feb. 7,
2020.

Don’t forget about our
Lending List for large,
weird, or banal items that
you don't know you need or
are afraid to ask for. You
can find it on our website
under the CMCers tab.
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Upcoming CMC events
Every Sunday
Every Wednesday
1st & 3rd Wednesday
Sunday, Feb. 2
Sunday, Mar. 1
Sunday, Apr. 5

GIVING UPDATE

Congregational Worship Service, 9 am, Sanctuary
Sunday School & Adult Ed, 10:30 am, various locations
Contemplative Worship Service, 8 pm, Fellowship Hall
Women's Bible Study, 8:30-9:45 am, CH 109
Kids’ Club, 6 pm, Basement
Monthly Potluck, 11:45 am, Fellowship Hall
Group prayer circle, 11:45 am-12:00 pm, prayer alcove
Monthly Potluck, 11:45 am, Fellowship Hall
Group prayer circle, 11:45 am-12:00 pm, prayer alcove
Monthly Potluck, 11:45 am, Fellowship Hall
Group prayer circle, 11:45 am-12:00 pm, prayer alcove

Pastoral Team, Church Council & Staff
PASTORAL TEAM
Lead Pastor, Jennifer Davis Sensenig
Mon.-Thu. 9-4 (Fri Sabbath)
jennifer.davis.sensenig@cmcva.org
(540) 560-5126

Associate Pastor, Jason Gerlach
Mon., Wed.-Fri., 8:30-3 (off Tue.)
jason.gerlach@cmcva.org
(540) 421-8155

Interim Pastor, Byron Peachey
Mon. 9-1, Wed. 11-4, Thur. 11-3
byron.peachey@cmcva.org
(540) 209-2423
Pastoral Elders
Jennifer North Bauman
Linda Gnagey
Keaton Shenk

Brian Martin Burkholder
Veva Mumaw
Leah Wenger, young adult appointee

Outreach Chair, Jeff Mumaw
outreachcommission@cmcva.org
Worship Chair, Shirley Showalter
worshipcommission@cmcva.org
Youth Chair, Traci Yoder Stoltzfus
youthcommission@cmcva.org
Member-at-Large, Jonathan Murch
councilmemberatlarge@cmcva.org

CHURCH STAFF
Church Administrator, Ben Bailey
Mon, Tues, Fri 9 am-4:30 pm
Finance Administrator, Delbert Wenger

By cash or check — Either place
your contribution in the offering
basket or mail checks to the church.
Use the memo line to indicate a particular fund ("Compassion Fund,"
"General Fund," etc.).
By text message — Text the
amount you wish to donate (e.g.
"$25") to 540-779-1276. The first
time, you'll receive a link to register
your information. Undesignated
funds will go to CMC's general fund.
On our website — Click “Give” on
the top right corner of our website,
cmcva.org.

CHURCH COUNCIL
Council Chair, Jeremy Nafziger
councilchair@cmcva.org
Vice-Chair, Sue Swartz
councilvicechair@cmcva.org
Administrative Chair, Heidi Derstine
admincommission@cmcva.org
Community Life Chair, Lonnie Yoder
communitylifecommission@cmcva.org

WAYS TO GIVE

Temporary Administrator, John Leonard
Wed 12:30-4:00 pm, Thurs 9 am-4 pm
Custodians, Kent Davis Sensenig,
Craig Serrels

Community Mennonite Church
70 South High St., Harrisonburg, VA 22801
office@cmcva.org, (540) 433-2148, www.cmcva.org

On your smartphone — Search
for "GivePlus Church" in the Android
or iPhone app store. Once you've
installed it, search for "Community
Mennonite Church."

CMC follows
Safe Church practices.

